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Coping with Global Environmental Change,

Disasters and Security
Threats, Challenges, Vulnerabilities and Risks

This policy-focused Global Environmental and Human Security Handbook for the
Anthropocene (GEHSHA) addresses new security threats, challenges, vulnerabilities and
risks posed by global environmental change and disasters. In 5 forewords, 5 preface essays
95 peer reviewed chapters, 164 authors from 48 countries analyse in 10 parts concepts of
military and political hard security and economic, social, environmental soft security with a
regional focus on the Near East, North and Sub-Sahara Africa and Asia and on hazards in
urban centres. The major focus is on coping with global environmental change: climate
change, desertification, water, food and health and with hazards and strategies on social
vulnerability and resilience building and scientific, international, regional and national
political strategies, policies and measures including early warning of conflicts and hazards.
The book proposes a political geo-ecology and discusses a ‘Fourth Green Revolution’.

Forewords by Achim Steiner. Exec. Director of UNEP; Konrad Osterwalder, Rector, UNU;
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Part I Introduction.- Part II Securitization of Global Environmental Change.- Part III Economic, So-
cial, Environmental and Human Security Dangers in the Near East, Africa and Asia.- Part IV Threats,
Challenges, Vulnerabilities and Risks for Urban Centres in Hazards and Disasters.- Part V Coping
with Climate Change, Soil and Desertification, Water Management, Food and Health.- Part VI Coping
with Hazards, Social Vulnerability and Resilience Building.- Part VII Coping with Global Env.
Change: Scientific, International and National Political Strategies, Policies and Measures.- Part VIII
Remote Sensing, Vulnerability Mapping and Indicators of Env. Security Challenges.- Part IX
Towards an Improved Early Warning of Conflicts and Hazards.- Part X Summary and Conclusions.
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