
 
Wednesday, 16 July 2008, 20:00-21:30 

Sint-Michielskerk, Peace Church, Leuven,  
Book Launch 

Globalization and Environmental Challenges 

 

About the book: Globalization and Environmental Challenges pose new se-
curity dangers and concerns. In this book 92 authors assess the global recon-
ceptualization of security triggered by the end of the Cold War, globalization and 
global environmental change in the early 21st century. 75 chapters address the 
theoretical, philosophical, ethical and religious and spatial context of security; 
discuss the relationship between security, peace, development and environ-
ment; review the reconceptualization of security in philosophy, international law, 
economics and political science and for the political, military, economic, social 
and environmental security dimension and the adaptation of the institutional 
security concepts of the UN, EU and NATO; analyze the reconceptualization of 
regional security and draw conclusions for future research and action.  
More on this book: http://www.afes-press-books.de/html/hexagon_03.htm 

Moderator and the Speakers 

 

Hans Günter Brauch, PD ( Adj. Prof. ) at the Free University of 
Berlin, chairman of AFES-PRESS, fellow at UNU-EHS in Bonn and 
editor of this series; he publishes on security and environment 
issues. 
Úrsula Oswald Spring, Professor at National University, Mexico; 
UNU-EHS chair on social vulnerability; she writes on sustainability, 
development, gender, disaster, poverty and collaborates with 
peasants.   

 

Kevin Clements, Professor of Peace and Conflict Studies and 
Foundation Director of the Australian Centre for Peace and Conflict 
Studies at the University of Queensland, Australia. 

Naresh Dadhich, Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Rajasthan, Jaipur, since  October 2006 he is Vice Chancellor of 
Vardhaman Mahaveer Open University at Kota (Rajasthan). 

 

 

Frederik Arends, teacher of Latin and ancient Greek; Ph.D.  from 
Leiden University (1988); member of the International Plato 
Society; publishes on ancient Greek political philosophy. 

Jacob Emmanuel Mabe, Dr.Dr., since 2004 associate professor 
for philosophy at the Technical University Berlin and visiting scholar 
at the French centre of the free University Berlin 

 



 
Time Schedule 

20.00-20.10   Kevin Clements: Introduction and moderation 

20.10-20.25  Hans Günter Brauch:  Presentation of the Hexagon Book Series and volume III  

20.25-20.40  Ursula Oswald Spring. Oriental and indigenous thinking  on Peace in Latin 
America 

20.40-20.55  Naresh Dadhich: Thinking on Security in Hinduism  

20.55-21.10  Frederik Arends; From Homer to Hobbes and Beyond – Aspects of Security in the 
European Tradition  

21.10-21.25 Jacob Emmanuel Mabe: Security in African Philosophy and Ethics 

21.25-21.30 Kevin Clements: Conclusions:  

Biographies of the Speakers 
Kevin P Clements (New Zealand): is Professor of Peace and Conflict Studies and Foundation 
Director of the Australian Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies at the University of 
Queensland, Australia. He was Secretary General of International Alert (1999- 2003) when he 
was on the Board of the European Centre for Conflict Prevention and past President of the 
European Peace Building Liaison Office in Brussels. From 1994-2000 he was the Vernon and 
Minnie Lynch Chair of Conflict Resolution at the Institute for Conflict Analysis and 
Resolution at George Mason University (Virginia, USA) he directed from 1994-1999. Prior 
he was director of the Quaker United Nations Office in Geneva, head of the Peace Research 
Centre at the Australian National University in Canberra, a senior lecturer in Sociology and 
Co-ordinator of Peace Studies at Canterbury University, Christchurch New Zealand, lecturer 
in Sociology at Hong Kong University, and a post doctoral fellow at Oxford University.   
His career has been a combination of academic analysis and practice in the areas of peace-
building and conflict transformation. He has been an advisor to the New Zealand, Australian, 
British, Swedish and Dutch governments on conflict prevention, peace, defence and security 
issues. He was a member of the New Zealand Government’s Defence Committee of Enquiry 
in 1985. From 1994-1998 he was President of the International Peace Research Association 
(IPRA), and from 1995-2000 he was President of the IPRA Foundation and from 1995-2000 
he was Secretary General of the Asia Pacific Peace Research Association (APPRA). He has 
been a consultant to non governmental and intergovernmental organizations on disarmament, 
arms control, conflict resolution, development and regional security issues. He has written or 
edited 6 books and over 150 chapters and articles on conflict transformation, peace-building, 
preventive diplomacy and development.  

Address: Prof. Dr. Kevin P. Clements, Australian Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, 
University of Queensland, St Lucia, Brisbane, Qld, 4072, Australia. 
Email:< k.clements@uq.edu.au > 
Website: <http://www.uq.edu.au/acpacs/>. 
 
Hans Günter Brauch (Germany): Dr. phil. habil, Adj. Prof. (Privatdozent) at the Faculty of 
Political Science and Social Sciences, Free University of Berlin; since 2005 fellow at the 
Institute on Environment and Human Security of the United Nations University (UNU-EHS) 
in Bonn; since 1987 chairman of Peace Research and European Security Studies (AFES-
PRESS). He was guest professor of international relations at the universities of Frankfurt on 



Main, Leipzig and Greifswald and at the teachers training college in Erfurt. From 1976-1989 
he was research associate at Heidelberg and Stuttgart universities, a research fellow at Har-
vard and Stanford University and he was also teaching at the universities of Darmstadt, 
Tübingen, Stuttgart and Heidelberg.  
Publications: He has published 63 books, studies and reports in English and German; 143 
book chapters, 78 articles in journals on security, armament, climate, energy and migration 
policies and on Mediterranean issues, about 100 internet publications of keynote speeches and 
conference presentations. Recent German monographs: (Co-ed. with H. v.d. Graaf, J. Grin, 
W. Smit): Militärtechnikfolgenabschätzung und präventive Rüstungskontrolle, 1997; Klima-
politik der Schwellenstaaten Südkorea, Mexiko und Brasilien; Osterweiterung der Euro-
päischen Union. Umwelt- und Energiepolitik der Tschechischen Republik, 2000. Books in 
English: (Co-ed. with D.L. Clark): Decisionmaking for Arms Limitation - Assessments and 
Prospects, 1983; (Ed.): Star Wars and European Defence - Implications for Europe: Per-
ceptions and Assessments, 1987; (Co-author with R. Bulkeley): The Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Treaty and World Security, 1988; (Ed.): Military Technology, Armaments Dynamics and 
Disarmament, 1989; (Co-ed. with R. Kennedy): Alternative Conventional Defense Postures 
in the European Theater, Vol. 1: The Military Balance and Domestic Constraints, 1990; Vol. 
2: Political Change in Europe: Military Strategy and Technology, 1992; Vol. 3: Military 
Alternatives for Europe after the Cold War, 1993; (Co-ed. with H.J. v.d. Graaf, J. Grin; W. 
Smit): Controlling the Development and Spread of Military Technology, 1992; (Co-ed. with 
A. Marquina): Confidence Building and Partnership in the Western Mediterranean. Tasks for 
Preventive Diplomacy and Conflict Avoidance, 1994; Energy Policy in North Africa (1950-
2050). From Hydrocarbon to Renewables, 1997; (Co-ed. with A. Marquina, A. Biad): Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership for the 21st Century, 2000; (Co-ed. with A Marquina): Political 
Stability and Energy Cooperation in the Mediterranean (2000);   Liberalisation of the Energy 
Market for Electricity and Gas in the European Union: a Survey and implications for the Czech 
Republic, 2002; Security and Environment in the Mediterranean. Conceptualising Security 
and Environmental Conflicts, 2003; Environmental Dimension of Human Security: Freedom 
from Hazard Impact and Threats, Challenges, Vulnerabilities and Risks in Environmental and 
Human Security, 2005. 

Address: PD Dr. Hans Günter Brauch, Alte Bergsteige 47, 74821 Mosbach, Germany. 
Email: <brauch@afes-press.de>    
Website: < http://www.afes-press.de> and <http://www.afes-press-books.de/>. 
 
Úrsula Oswald Spring (Mexico), full time professor/researcher at the National University of 
Mexico (UNAM) in the Regional Multidisciplinary Research Center (CRIM) and first Mu-
nichRe Foundation Chair on Social Vulnerability at the United National University Institute 
for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS) for 2005-2009. She was the first Secretary 
General of the Colegio de Tlaxcala; General Attorney of Ecology in the State of Morelos 
(1992-1994) and National Delegate of the Federal General Attorney of Environment from 
1994-1995. As Minister of Ecological Development in the State of Morelos (1994-1998) she 
planted over 30 million trees, promoted environmental education from childhood on and 
produced drinking water for the whole population with a reduction of 65% in infant mortality 
due to water-born illnesses. Between 1998 and 2000, she was President of the International 
Peace Research Association, and later General Secretary of the Latin-American Council for 
Peace Research (2002-2006). She studied medicine, clinical psychology, anthropology, 
ecology, classical and modern languages and obtained her Ph.D from the University of Zürich 
(1978). For her scientific work she received the Price Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz (2005), the 
Environmental Merit in Tlaxcala, Mexico (2005. 2006); the Price of Development of the UN 
in Geneva. She was recognized as Women Academic in UNAM in 1990 and 2000; Women of 
the Year 2000. She works on non-violence and sustainable agriculture with groups of peasants 
and women and is the representative for Latin American of Diverse Women for Diversity. 



She has written 45 books and more than 315 scientific articles and book chapters on 
sustainability, water, gender, development, poverty, drug consumption, brain damage due to 
under-nourishment, peasantry, social vulnerability, genetic modified organisms, bioethics and 
human, gender and environmental security, peace and conflict resolution, democracy and 
conflict negotiation. Among her major publications are: (Co-author with Rudolf Strahm): Why 
we are so poor? (translated into 17 languages, 1.5 million copies); Unterentwicklung als 
Folge von Abhängigkeit (Berne: Lang, 1978); Mercado y Dependencia (México, D.F.: Ed. 
Nueva Imagen, 1979); Piedras en el Surco (México, D.F.: UAM-X, 1983); Campesinos 
Protagonistas de su Historia: la Coalición de los Ejidos Colectivos de los Valles del Yaqui y 
Mayo, una Salida a la Cultura de la Pobreza (México, D.F.: UAM-X, 1986); Estrategias de 
Supervivencia en la Ciudad de México (Cuernavaca: CRIM/UNAM, 1991); Fuenteovejuna o 
Caos Ecológico (Cuernavaca: CRIM/UNAM, 1999); (Ed.): Peace Studies from a Global 
Perspective: Human Needs in a Cooperative World (New Delhi: Mbooks, 2000);  (Co-author 
with Mario Salinas): Gestión de Paz, Democracia y Seguridad en América Latina (México, 
D.F.: UNAM-CRIM/Coltlax, Böll, 2002); (Ed.): El recurso agua en el Alto Balsas (México, 
D.F.: IGF, CRIM/UNAM, 2003); (Ed.): Soberanía y Desarrollo Regional. El México que 
queremos (México, D.F.: UNAM, 2003); (Ed.): Resolución noviolenta de conflictos en 
sociedades indígenas y minorías (México, D.F.: CLAIP, IPRA & Böll Fundation, 
COLTLAX, 2004); El valor del agua: una visión socioeconómica de un Conflicto Ambiental 
(COLTLAX, CONACYT, 2005); (Ed.): International Security, Peace, Development, and 
Environment, Book 39: Encyclopaedia on Life Support Systems (Paris: UNESCO - EOLSS, 
UK, online); Gender and Disasters (Bonn: UNU-EHS, 2007). 

Address: Prof. Dr. Úrsula Oswald Spring, Priv. Río Bravo Núm.1, Col Vistahermosa, 
Cuernavaca, Morelos, 62290 México. 
Email: <uoswald@gmail.com> and <uoswald @servidor.unam.mx> 
Website: <http://www.afes-press.de/html/download_oswald.html> 

Naresh Dadhich (India), Ph.D. is a Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Rajasthan, Jaipur, where he has been teaching post graduate classes since 1978. Since  
October 2006 he is Vice Chancellor of Vardhaman Mahaveer Open University at Kota (Raja-
sthan). He has worked on Gandhism and Peace Studies. His Ph.D. comparing Gandhi and 
existentialism is one of the earliest studies in comparative literature on Gandhi. He authored 
six books and numerous articles in scholarly journals, among them: Nonviolence, Peace and 
Politics:Understanding Gandhi (2003). His is the  first book in Hindi on John Rawls's theory 
of Justice. He is a popular speaker and has travelled extensively in India and abroad for 
invited lectures. He is a referee for prestigious professional journals in the UK and in 
Australia and sit on the editorial board of the Journal of Peace Education (Taylor & Francis). 
He was the first Convener from Asia of the Peace Education Commission of the International 
Peace Research Association (2002-2006) and he published its newsletter: Peace Building. He 
received a prestigious Pell Fellowship of Salve Regina University (USA) in 2005. Prof. 
Dadhich was Director of the Center for Gandhian Studies at Rajasthan University (1996-
2000) where he launched the publication of Gandhian Studies and organized national and 
international seminars and conferences. He has popularized Peace Studies and Peace 
Education in India through conferences, lectures and seminars. At Vardhaman Mahaveer 
Open University he has introduced a six month certificate one year diploma  course on 
‘Gandhian Theory of Nonviolent Conflict Resolution’ or Gandhigiri. 

Address: prof. Dr. Naresh Dadhich, Vice Chancellor, Vardhaman Mahaveer Open University, 
Rawatbhata Road, Kota (Rajasthan) India;  Permanent Address: 2-K-12, Jawahar Nagar, 
Jaipur 203004, India. 
Email: <nareshdadhich@gmail.com> and: <vc_vmou@yahoo.com> 
Websites: <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Rajasthan>; and; <http://en.wikipedia. 
org/w/index.php?title=Vardhaman_Mahaveer_Open_University&action=edit>.  



J. F. [Frederik] M. Arends (The Netherlands): retired teacher (1973-2006) of Latin and 
ancient Greek at Bonaventura College, Leiden (The Netherlands). He studied classical 
philology and philosophy at the universities of Leiden (MA, 1968) and Heidelberg; was 
fellow of the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Studies (NIAS) at Wassenaar (1982-1983). 
Ph.D. from  Leiden University (1988).  Guest lectures on Plato’s Republic at the Free 
University (V.U.) of Amsterdam (1984-1985) and at Leiden University (2002-2003). 
Publications on ancient Greek political philosophy include:  Die Einheit der Polis. Eine Studie 
über Platon’s Staat. Ph.d. Dissertation (Leiden: Brill, 1988) and the following articles: 
“Could Plato be an Ally against the Decay of Democracy?”, in: Boudouris, K. (Ed.): Platonic 
Political Philosophy and Contemporary Democratic Theory (Athens 1997); “Plato as a 
Problem-Solver. The Unity of the Polis as a Key to the Interpretation of Plato’s Republic”, in: 
Ostenfeldt, E.N. (Ed.): Essays on Plato’s Republic  (Aarhus U.P.,  1998); “Survival, War and 
Unity of the Polis in Plato’s Statesman”, in: Polis 12 (1993): 154-83; “The Long March to 
Plato’s Statesman”, in: Polis 16 (1999): 93-125;  “The Long March to Plato’s Statesman 
Continued”, in: Polis 18 (2001): 125-52; “Plato’s Anticipation of a Polis without an Outside: 
the Transformation of the Outside-Inside Problem”, in: Politeia, Politikos,  Timaios and 
Nomoi”, in: Boudouris, K. (Ed.): Polis and Cosmopolis: Problems of a Global Era, Vol. II 
(Athens 2003); “Why Socrates came too late for Gorgias’ epideixis: Plato’s Gorgias as 
political philosophy”, in: Erler, M.; Brisson, L. (Eds.): Gorgias – Menon; Selected Papers 
from the Seventh Symposium Platonicum (Sankt Augustin: Academia Verlag, 2007). 

Address: Dr. J. F. M. Arends, Witte Singel 79, 2311 BP Leiden, The Netherlands. 
Email: <jfmarends@hotmail.com>. 

Jacob Emmanuel Mabe (Germany/Cameroon) was born in 1959 in Cameroon. He holds two 
doctorates in political science from the University of Augsburg (1992) and in  philosophy 
from the university of Munich (1995), and habilitation from the Technical University in 
Berlin (2004). He has been teaching political science and philosophy at several universities in 
Germany. Since 2004 he teaches as Associate Professor for intercultural philosophy at the 
Technical University and at the Centre of French Studies of the Free University in Berlin. He 
was also a guest scientist at the Research Centre for European Enlightenment in Potsdam. He 
is the editor and co-author of the African lexicon, the most important contemporary ency-
clopaedia on all questions of Africa, as well as author of several books and articles. His is 
President of the German Society of French Speaking Philosophy and Chairman of the Anton-
Wilhelm-Amo Society. He recent published books are: Mündliche und schriftliche Formen 
philosophischen Denkens in Afrika - Grundzüge einer Konvergenzphilosophie (Frankfurt: 
Peter Lang, 2005); Wilhelm Anton Amo interkulturell gelesen (Nordhausen: Traugott Bautz, 
2007). He is presently writing two new books on: Thinking with the body (Stuttgart: Klett-
Cotta 2008) and La philosophie africaine et la pensée convergentialiste (Paris: L’Harmattan 
2008). 

Address: PD Dr. Dr. Jacob Emmanuel Mabe, Technische Universität Berlin, Institut für 
Philosophie, Wissenschaftstheorie, Technik- und Wissenschaftsgeschichte, Strasse des 17. 
Juni 135, D-10623 Berlin, Germany. 
Email: <Jacobemabe@t-online.de> 
Website: <www.Jacobmabe.de> 

 

 



 
Sint-Michielskerk, Leuven is a baroque church. It was established during the years 1650-
1671. The Sint-Michielskerk, Leuven was established by Father William of Hesius. The Sint-
Michielskerk in Leuven was constructed in white sandstone and dark brown ferrous..  

The Sint-Michielskerk, Leuven was built as a monastery originally but it was converted to a 
parish church in the year 1778. Gradually it became a parish church. However, the Sint-
Michielskerk, Leuven suffered a lot of damage in the year 1944 from World War II. The 
damage was in the western part of the building. There are a number of art treasures that has 
beautified the interior of the church. There are 2 paintings of Erasmus Quellin and a rococo 
pulpit within the church. All these are famous collectibles of the Sint-Michielskerk, Leuven. 
The rococo pulpit came from St. Goedele in Brussels and was built from 1765 to 1767.  
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