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The Moderator 
 

Martin Porter (United Kingdom) is Managing Director of The Centre, the Brussels-based 
think-do tank which he co-founded in 2003. His activities there involve advising on and 
facilitating communication between the private and sectors in the EU, especially on issues 
involving business and the environment, notably the low carbon economy and climate change.  
He has worked in Brussels since 1996 as an analyst and advisor on European public affairs for 
European Advisory Services, Adamson Associates, BSMG and Weber Shandwick.  He 
graduated in 1990 from the University of Bath, UK, with First Class Joint Honours in Modern 
Languages and European Studies.  He was awarded a Doctorate from the same University in 
1995 for a thesis examining the influence of public affairs activities of interest groups on 
environmental and internal market issues. 

Address: The Centre, 22, Avenue Marnix, B-1000 Brussels, Belgium 
Email: <Martin.Porter@thecentre.eu> 
Website: <http://www.thecentre.eu> 
 

The Speakers 
Ortwin Hennig (Germany) is a Vice President of the EastWest Institute and Head of its 
Conflict Prevention Program. He is a distinguished alumnus of the Otto-Suhr-Institut of the 
Free University of Berlin and the London School of Economics where he concentrated on 
History and Political Science. Prior to joining the EastWest Institute, he held diplomatic posts 
in Afghanistan, the Soviet Union, with the German Representation to the European Com-
mission in Brussels, the OSCE in Vienna, and in the Russian Federation. He has also served 
in the Office of the German Federal President as a foreign policy advisor. As an alumnus of 
the NATO Defense College in Rome, he specialized in arms control and security 
policy. Ambassador Hennig's last assignment before joining the EastWest Institute was as 
“Commissioner for Civilian Crisis Prevention, Conflict Resolution and Post Conflict Peace 
Building” for the German Federal Foreign Office in Berlin. He has published widely on 
subjects such as arms control, the OSCE and conflict prevention. 



Address: Amb. Ortwin Hennig, EastWest Institute, Brussels Centre, 83-85 Rue de la Loi, 
1040 Brussels, Belgium. 
Email: <ohennig@ewi.info>. 
Website: <http://www.ewi.info/>. 

 
Hans Günter Brauch (Germany): Dr. phil. habil, Adj. Prof. (Privatdozent) at the Faculty of 
Political Science and Social Sciences, Free University of Berlin; since 2005 fellow at the 
Institute on Environment and Human Security of the United Nations University (UNU-EHS) 
in Bonn; since 1987 chairman of Peace Research and European Security Studies (AFES-
PRESS). He was guest professor of international relations at the universities of Frankfurt on 
Main, Leipzig and Greifswald and at the teachers training college in Erfurt. From 1976-1989 
he was research associate at Heidelberg and Stuttgart universities, a research fellow at Har-
vard and Stanford University and he was also teaching at the universities of Darmstadt, 
Tübingen, Stuttgart and Heidelberg.  
Publications: He has published 63 books, studies and reports in English and German; 143 
book chapters, 78 articles in journals on security, armament, climate, energy and migration 
policies and on Mediterranean issues, about 100 internet publications of keynote speeches and 
conference presentations. Recent German monographs: (Co-ed. with H. v.d. Graaf, J. Grin, 
W. Smit): Militärtechnikfolgenabschätzung und präventive Rüstungskontrolle, 1997; Klima-
politik der Schwellenstaaten Südkorea, Mexiko und Brasilien; Osterweiterung der Euro-
päischen Union. Umwelt- und Energiepolitik der Tschechischen Republik, 2000. Books in 
English: (Co-ed. with D.L. Clark): Decisionmaking for Arms Limitation - Assessments and 
Prospects, 1983; (Ed.): Star Wars and European Defence - Implications for Europe: Per-
ceptions and Assessments, 1987; (Co-author with R. Bulkeley): The Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Treaty and World Security, 1988; (Ed.): Military Technology, Armaments Dynamics and 
Disarmament, 1989; (Co-ed. with R. Kennedy): Alternative Conventional Defense Postures in 
the European Theater, Vol. 1: The Military Balance and Domestic Constraints, 1990; Vol. 2: 
Political Change in Europe: Military Strategy and Technology, 1992; Vol. 3: Military 
Alternatives for Europe after the Cold War, 1993; (Co-ed. with H.J. v.d. Graaf, J. Grin; W. 
Smit): Controlling the Development and Spread of Military Technology, 1992; (Co-ed. with 
A. Marquina): Confidence Building and Partnership in the Western Mediterranean. Tasks for 
Preventive Diplomacy and Conflict Avoidance, 1994; Energy Policy in North Africa (1950-
2050). From Hydrocarbon to Renewables, 1997; (Co-ed. with A. Marquina, A. Biad): Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership for the 21st Century, 2000; (Co-ed. with A Marquina): Political 
Stability and Energy Cooperation in the Mediterranean (2000);   Liberalisation of the Energy 
Market for Electricity and Gas in the European Union: a Survey and implications for the Czech 
Republic, 2002; Security and Environment in the Mediterranean. Conceptualising Security 
and Environmental Conflicts, 2003; Environmental Dimension of Human Security: Freedom 
from Hazard Impact and Threats, Challenges, Vulnerabilities and Risks in Environmental and 
Human Security, 2005. 

Address: PD Dr. Hans Günter Brauch, Alte Bergsteige 47, 74821 Mosbach, Germany. 
Email: <brauch@afes-press.de>    
Website: < http://www.afes-press.de> and <http://www.afes-press-books.de/>. 
 
Úrsula Oswald Spring (Mexico), full time professor/researcher at the National University of 
Mexico (UNAM) in the Regional Multidisciplinary Research Center (CRIM) and first Mu-
nichRe Foundation Chair on Social Vulnerability at the United National University Institute 
for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS) for 2005-2009. She was the first Secretary 
General of the Colegio de Tlaxcala; General Attorney of Ecology in the State of Morelos 
(1992-1994) and National Delegate of the Federal General Attorney of Environment from 
1994-1995. As Minister of Ecological Development in the State of Morelos (1994-1998) she 



planted over 30 million trees, promoted environmental education from childhood on and 
produced drinking water for the whole population with a reduction of 65% in infant mortality 
due to water-born illnesses. Between 1998 and 2000, she was President of the International 
Peace Research Association, and later General Secretary of the Latin-American Council for 
Peace Research (2002-2006). She studied medicine, clinical psychology, anthropology, 
ecology, classical and modern languages and obtained her Ph.D from the University of Zürich 
(1978). For her scientific work she received the Price Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz (2005), the 
Environmental Merit in Tlaxcala, Mexico (2005. 2006); the Price of Development of the UN 
in Geneva. She was recognized as Women Academic in UNAM in 1990 and 2000; Women of 
the Year 2000. She works on non-violence and sustainable agriculture with groups of peasants 
and women and is the representative for Latin American of Diverse Women for Diversity. 
She has written 45 books and more than 315 scientific articles and book chapters on 
sustainability, water, gender, development, poverty, drug consumption, brain damage due to 
under-nourishment, peasantry, social vulnerability, genetic modified organisms, bioethics and 
human, gender and environmental security, peace and conflict resolution, democracy and 
conflict negotiation. Among her major publications are: (Co-author with Rudolf Strahm): Why 
we are so poor? (translated into 17 languages, 1.5 million copies); Unterentwicklung als 
Folge von Abhängigkeit (Berne: Lang, 1978); Mercado y Dependencia (México, D.F.: Ed. 
Nueva Imagen, 1979); Piedras en el Surco (México, D.F.: UAM-X, 1983); Campesinos 
Protagonistas de su Historia: la Coalición de los Ejidos Colectivos de los Valles del Yaqui y 
Mayo, una Salida a la Cultura de la Pobreza (México, D.F.: UAM-X, 1986); Estrategias de 
Supervivencia en la Ciudad de México (Cuernavaca: CRIM/UNAM, 1991); Fuenteovejuna o 
Caos Ecológico (Cuernavaca: CRIM/UNAM, 1999); (Ed.): Peace Studies from a Global 
Perspective: Human Needs in a Cooperative World (New Delhi: Mbooks, 2000);  (Co-author 
with Mario Salinas): Gestión de Paz, Democracia y Seguridad en América Latina (México, 
D.F.: UNAM-CRIM/Coltlax, Böll, 2002); (Ed.): El recurso agua en el Alto Balsas (México, 
D.F.: IGF, CRIM/UNAM, 2003); (Ed.): Soberanía y Desarrollo Regional. El México que 
queremos (México, D.F.: UNAM, 2003); (Ed.): Resolución noviolenta de conflictos en 
sociedades indígenas y minorías (México, D.F.: CLAIP, IPRA & Böll Fundation, 
COLTLAX, 2004); El valor del agua: una visión socioeconómica de un Conflicto Ambiental 
(COLTLAX, CONACYT, 2005); (Ed.): International Security, Peace, Development, and 
Environment, Book 39: Encyclopaedia on Life Support Systems (Paris: UNESCO - EOLSS, 
UK, online); Gender and Disasters (Bonn: UNU-EHS, 2007). 

Address: Prof. Dr. Úrsula Oswald Spring, Priv. Río Bravo Núm.1, Col Vistahermosa, 
Cuernavaca, Morelos, 62290 México. 
Email: <uoswald@gmail.com> and <uoswald @servidor.unam.mx> 
Website: <http://www.afes-press.de/html/download_oswald.html>. 
 
Tom Spencer (United Kingdom) is Executive Director of the European Centre for Public 
Affairs and Visiting Professor of Public Affairs at Brunel University, Uxbridge. He worked 
for Peat Marwick Mitchell & Co and was then Assistant to the Director of the “Britain in 
Europe” Referendum Campaign in 1975. He worked in the United States Senate and then 
joined J Walter Thompson & Co where he was responsible for the Guinness advertising. He 
was Associate Dean of Templeton College, Oxford from 1984-1989 and founding Executive 
Director of the European Centre for Public Affairs from 1987 to 1989. A Member of the 
European Parliament for Derbyshire from 1979 to 1984 and for Surrey from 1989 – 1999, he 
was Chairman of the Conservatives in the European Parliament (the British Section of the 
European People’s Party Group) 1994-97 and Chairman of the EP-Czech Joint Parliamentary 
Committee for the same period. From 1997-99 he was President of the European Parliament’s 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Human Rights and Defence Policy. As a committed 
environmentalist he was, from 1995-99, President of GLOBE International (Global 



Legislators Organisation for a Balanced Environment). He was Chairman of Counterpart 
Europe (2000 - 2002) an NGO active in sixty countries. He was a Commissioner of the 
Commission on Globalisation (2000 - 2003). He was Visiting Professor of Global 
Governance at the University of Surrey (2000 – 2004). He is Vice Chairman to the Institute 
for Environmental Security in The Hague. He is a Director of Action for a Global Climate 
Community. He is a member of the Conservative Party’s Quality of Life Group on Climate 
Change 2006. His books, “Public Affairs and Power: Essays in a Time of Fear”, “Everything 
Flows: Essays on Public Affairs and Change” and “Challenge & Response: Essays on Public 
Affairs & Transparency” are published by Landmarks. 

Address: Vice Chairman, Institute for Environmental Security, Barford Court, Lampard Lane, 
GU10 2HJ, Churt, United Kingdom  
Email: <tom@tomspencer.info> 
Website: <http://www.tomspencer.info/biography.html>. 
 
Sven Biscop (Belgium) obtained his PhD in political sciences from Ghent University in 2002. 
He is a senior research fellow at Egmont – The Royal Institute for International Relations in 
Brussels, where he focuses on the foreign, security and defence policies of the EU, and is 
editor in chief of the Institute’s journal ‘Studia Diplomatica’. He is visiting professor of Euro-
pean security at the College of Europe in Bruges and has lectured at Ghent University, the 
Université Libre de Bruxelles, the Université de Liège, Renmin University (Beijing) and 
Carleton University (Ottawa). With the Royal Defence College (Brussels) he co-organizes the 
‘Higher Studies in Security and Defence’. He is a member of the Executive Academic Board 
of the EU’s European Security and Defence College. His main publications include Euro-
Mediterranean Security: A Search for Partnership (Aldershot: Ashgate Publishing, 2003), 
The European Security Strategy – A Global Agenda for Positive Power (Aldershot: Ashgate 
Publishing, 2005) and (co-editor with Jan Joel Andersson) The EU and the European Security 
Strategy – Forging a Global Europe (London: Routledge, 2007).  

Address: Prof. Dr. Sven Biscop, Egmont – The Royal Institute for International Relations, 
Rue de Namur 69, 1000 Brussels, Belgium  
E-mail: <s.biscop@egmontinstitute.be>  
Website: <www.egmontinstitute.be>  

 


