
Biographies of Contributors

Editors

Hans Günter Brauch (Germany): Dr. phil. habil, Adj. Prof.
(Privatdozent) at the Faculty of Political Science and Social
Sciences, Free University of Berlin; since 2005 fellow at the
Institute for Environment and Human Security of the
United Nations University (UNU-EHS) in Bonn; since 1987

chairman of Peace Research and European Security Studies
(AFES-PRESS). He is the editor of the Hexagon Book Se-
ries on Human and Environmental Security and Peace
(HESP) with Springer-Verlag. He was guest professor of in-
ternational relations at the universities of Frankfurt on
Main, Leipzig and Greifswald and at the teachers training
college in Erfurt. From 1976-1989 he was research associate
at Heidelberg and Stuttgart universities, a research fellow at
Harvard and Stanford University and he was also teaching
at the universities of Darmstadt, Tübingen, Stuttgart and
Heidelberg.  

Publications: He has published 65 books, studies and re-
search reports in English and German; 144 book chapters,
more than 78 articles in journals on security, armament, cli-
mate, energy and migration policies and on Mediterranean
issues, and more than 80 internet publications of keynote
speeches and conference presentations. His monographs
include: (co-author with H. v.d. Graaf, J. Grin, W. Smit):
Militärtechnikfolgenabschätzung und präventive Rüstungs-
kontrolle, 1997; Klimapolitik der Schwellenstaaten Südko-
rea, Mexiko und Brasilien; Osterweiterung der Europäi-
schen Union. Umwelt- und Energiepolitik der Tschechischen
Republik, 2000. Books in English: (co-ed. with D.L. Clark):
Decisionmaking for Arms Limitation - Assessments and
Prospects, 1983; (ed.): Star Wars and European Defence -
Implications for Europe: Perceptions and Assessments,
1987; (co-author with R. Bulkeley): The Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty and World Security, 1988; (ed.): Military Tech-
nology, Armaments Dynamics and Disarmament, 1989;
(co-ed. with R. Kennedy): Alternative Conventional De-
fense Postures in the European Theater, Vol. 1: The Mili-
tary Balance and Domestic Constraints, 1990; Vol. 2: Polit-
ical Change in Europe: Military Strategy and Technology,
1992; Vol. 3: Military Alternatives for Europe after the Cold
War, 1993; (co-ed. with H.J. v.d. Graaf, J. Grin; W. Smit):
Controlling the Development and Spread of Military Tech-
nology, 1992; (co-ed. with A. Marquina): Confidence Build-
ing and Partnership in the Western Mediterranean. Tasks
for Preventive Diplomacy and Conflict Avoidance, 1994;
Energy Policy in North Africa (1950-2050). From Hydrocar-
bon to Renewables, 1997; (co-ed. with A. Marquina, A. Bi-

ad): Euro-Mediterranean Partnership for the 21
st Century,

2000; (co-ed. with A. Marquina): Political Stability and
Energy Cooperation in the Mediterranean (2000);  Liberal-
isation of the Energy Market for Electricity and Gas in the
European Union: a Survey and implications for the Czech
Republic, 2002; (co-ed. with P. Liotta, A, Marquina, P.
Rogers, M. Selim): Security and Environment in the Me-
diterranean. Conceptualising Security and Environmental
Conflicts, 2003; Environmental Dimension of Human Se-
curity: Freedom from Hazard Impact, 2005; Threats, Chal-
lenges, Vulnerabilities and Risks in Environmental and
Human Security, 2005; (co-ed. with U. Oswald Spring, C.
Mesjasz, J. Grin, P. Dunay, N. Chadha Behera, B. Chourou,
P. Kameri-Mbote, P.H. Liotta): Globalization and Environ-
mental Challenges: Reconceptualizing Security in the 21st
Century, 2008; (co-ed. with U. Oswald Spring, C. Mesjasz,
J. Grin, P. Kameri-Mbote, B. Chourou, P. Dunay, J. Birk-
mann): Coping with Global Environmental Change, Disas-
ters and Security – Threats, Challenges, Vulnerabilities and
Risks, 2009 (forthcoming). 

Address: PD Dr. Hans Günter Brauch, Alte Bergsteige 47,
74821 Mosbach, Germany.
Email: <brauch@afes-press.de>.  
Website: <http://www.afes-press.de> and 
<http://www.afes-press-books.de/>.

Úrsula Oswald Spring (Mexico), full time professor/re-
searcher at the National University of Mexico (UNAM) in
the Regional Multidisciplinary Research Center (CRIM)
and first MunichRe Foundation Chair on Social Vulnerabil-
ity at the United National University Institute for Environ-
ment and Human Security (UNU-EHS) for 2005-2009. She
was the founding Secretary General of El Colegio de Tlax-
cala; General Attorney of Ecology in the State of Morelos
(1992-1994) and National Delegate of the Federal General
Attorney of Environment from 1994-1995. As Minister of
Ecological Development in the State of Morelos (1994-
1998) she planted over 30 million trees, promoted environ-
mental education from childhood on and produced drink-
ing water for the whole population with a reduction of 65%
in infant mortality due to water-born illnesses. Between
1998 and 2000, she was President of the International
Peace Research Association (IPRA) and later General Secre-
tary of the Latin-American Council for Peace Research
(CLAIP, 2002-2006). She studied medicine, clinical psycho-
logy, anthropology, ecology, classical and modern languag-
es and obtained her Ph.D from the University of Zürich
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(1978). For her scientific work she received the Price Sor
Juana Inés de la Cruz (2005), the Environmental Merit in
Tlaxcala, Mexico (2005. 2006); the Price of Development
of the UN in Geneva. She was recognized as Women Aca-
demic in UNAM (1990 and 2000); and Women of the Year
(2000). She works on nonviolence and sustainable agricul-
ture with groups of peasants and women and is the repre-
sentative for Latin American of Diverse Women for Diver-
sity. She has written 45 books and more than 328 scientific
articles and book chapters on sustainability, water, gender,
development, poverty, drug consumption, brain damage
due to under-nourishment, peasantry, social vulnerability,
genetic modified organisms, bioethics and human, gender
and environmental security, peace and conflict resolution,
democracy and conflict negotiation. Among her major pub-
lications are: (co-author with Rudolf Strahm): Why we are
so poor? (translated into 17 languages, 1.5 million copies);
Unterentwicklung als Folge von Abhängigkeit (Berne:
Lang, 1978); Mercado y Dependencia (México, D.F.: Ed.
Nueva Imagen, 1979); Piedras en el Surco (México, D.F.:
UAM-X, 1983); Campesinos Protagonistas de su Historia:
la Coalición de los Ejidos Colectivos de los Valles del Yaqui
y Mayo, una Salida a la Cultura de la Pobreza (México,
D.F.: UAM-X, 1986); Estrategias de Supervivencia en la
Ciudad de México (Cuernavaca: CRIM/UNAM, 1991);
Fuenteovejuna o Caos Ecológico (Cuernavaca: CRIM/
UNAM, 1999); (ed.): Peace Studies from a Global
Perspective: Human Needs in a Cooperative World (New
Delhi: Mbooks, 2000); (co-author with Mario Salinas):
Gestión de Paz, Democracia y Seguridad en América
Latina (México, D.F.: UNAM-CRIM/Coltlax, Böll, 2002);
(ed.): El recurso agua en el Alto Balsas (México, D.F.: IGF,
CRIM/UNAM, 2003); (Ed.): Soberanía y Desarrollo
Regional. El México que queremos (México, D.F.: UNAM,
2003); (ed.): Resolución noviolenta de conflictos en
sociedades indígenas y minorías (México, D.F.: CLAIP,
IPRA & Böll Fundation, COLTLAX, 2004); El valor del
agua: una visión socioeconómica de un Conflicto
Ambiental (COLTLAX, CONACYT, 2005); (ed.): Inter-
national Security, Peace, Development, and Environment,
Book 39: Encyclopaedia on Life Support Systems (Paris:
UNESCO - EOLSS, UK, online); Gender and Disasters
(Bonn: UNU-EHS, 2008); (co-ed. with H.G. Brauch, C.
Mesjasz, J. Grin, P. Dunay, N. Chadha Behera, B. Chourou,
P. Kameri-Mbote, P.H. Liotta): Globalization and
Environmental Challenges: Reconceptualizing Security in
the 21 st Century, 2008; (co-ed. with H.G. Brauch, C. Mes-
jasz, J. Grin, P. Kameri-Mbote, B. Chourou, P. Dunay, J.
Birkmann): Coping with Global Environmental Change,
Disasters and Security – Threats, Challenges, Vulnerabilities
and Risks, 2009 (forthcoming). 

Address: Prof. Dr. Úrsula Oswald Spring, Priv. Río Bravo
Núm.1, Col. Vistahermosa, Cuernavaca, Morelos, 62290

México.
Email: <uoswald@gmail.com> and 
<uoswald @servidor.unam.mx>.
Website: <http://www.afes-press.de/html/download_oswald.
html>.

John Grin (Netherlands) is professor at the Department of
Political Science of the University of Amsterdam and scien-
tific director of the Amsterdam School for Social science
Research (ASSR; at: <www.assr.nl>). A physicist by training,
his main interest throughout his career has been political
judgment of and governance over socio-technological devel-
opment, empirically focusing on military technology and
security policy; agriculture, water management and biomed-
ical technology. He co-established and is co-director of the
transdisciplinary Dutch Knowledge Network for System
Innovations and Transitions (KSI; <www.ksinetwork.nl>),
in which some hundred researchers of ten different univer-
sities co-operate on major changes towards a sustainable
society. His books include:  Military-technological choices
and political implications. Command and control in estab-
lished NATO posture and a non-provocative defence
(Amsterdam: VU University Press; New York: St. Martin's
Press, 1990); (co-ed. with Wim A. Smit, Lev Voronkov): Mili-
tary-technological innovation and stability in a changing
world. Politically assessing and influencing weapon innova-
tion and military research and development (Amsterdam:
VU University Press, 1992); (co-ed. with Hans Günter Brauch,
Henny van der Graaf, Wim Smit): Controlling  the Develop-
ment and Spread of Military Technology (Amsterdam: VU
University  Press, 1992); (co-author with. Hans Günter
Brauch, Henk van de Graaf, Wim Smit): Militärtechnikfol-
genabschätzung und Präventive Rüstungskontrolle. Institu-
tionen, Verfahren und Instrumente (Münster: LIT, 1997);
(co-author with Henk van de Graaf, Rob Hoppe): Tech-
nology assessment through interaction: A guide (Den Haag:
SDU, 1997); (co-ed. with Armin Grunwald): Vision Assess-
ment: Shaping Technology in 21st century society. Towards a
repertoire for Technology Assessment (Heidelberg: Springer,
2000); (co-ed. with Wytske Versteeg and Maarten Hajer):
Meervoudige democratie – ervaringen met vernieuwend bes-
tuur (Amsterdam: Aksant, 2006) and (co-author with Ari-
enne van Staveren) Werken aan systeeminnovaties (Assen:
van Grocum, 2007); (co-ed. with H.G. Brauch, U. Oswald
Spring, C. Mesjasz, P. Dunay, N. Chadha Behera, B.
Chourou, P. Kameri-Mbote, P.H. Liotta): Globalization
and Environmental Challenges: Reconceptualizing Security
in the 21st Century, 2008; (co-ed. with H.G. Brauch, U.
Oswald Spring, C. Mesjasz, P. Kameri-Mbote, B. Chourou,
P. Dunay, J. Birkmann): Coping with Global Environmen-
tal Change, Disasters and Security – Threats, Challenges,
Vulnerabilities and Risks, 2009 (forthcoming).

Address: Prof. Dr. John Grin, Dept. of Political Science,
University of Amsterdam OZ Achterburgwal 237, 1012

DL Amsterdam, Netherlands. 
E-mail: <j.grin@uva.nl>.
Website: <http://home.medewerker.uva.nl/j.grin/> and 
at: <http://www.afes-press.de/html/grin_en.html>.

Czeslaw Mesjasz (Poland): Dr habil., associate professor,
Faculty of Management, Cracow University of Economics,
Cracow, Poland. His research interests include applications
of systems approach in management and in international
relations, game theory, conflict resolution and negotiation,
and the links between economics, finance and security. In
1992-1996 he was the convener of the Defence and Disar-

mailto:j.grin@uva.nl
http://www.assr.nl
http://www.ksinetwork.nl
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mament Commission of IPRA (International Peace
Research Association). In 1991-1992 he received a NATO
Democratic Institutions Fellowship. In 1992-1993 he was a
Visiting Research Fellow at the Centre for Peace and Con-
flict Research in Copenhagen (later COPRI). He published
some 180 works – two books in Polish, papers and book
chapters in Polish and in English on management and inter-
national security. His major works in the fields associated
with peace and security studies are: “Applications of Sys-
tems Modelling in Peace Research”, in: Journal of Peace
Research, 25,3, 1988; “Eastern Post-Cold War Peace Divi-
dend: A Preliminary Typology of Components”, in: Møller,
Bjørn; Voronkov, Lev (Eds.): Defence Doctrines and Con-
version (Aldershot: Dartmouth, 1996): 123-133; “Reorganiza-
tion of Commercial Debt: Negotiations between Poland
and the London Club (1981-1994)”, in: Kremenyuk, Victor
A.; Sjöstedt, Gunnar (Eds.): International Economic Nego-
tiation: Models versus Reality (Cheltenham: Elgar, 2000):
149-174; “Economic and Financial Globalisation: Its Conse-
quences for Security In the Early 21st Century”, in: Brauch,
H.G; Liotta, P.H.; Marquina, A.; Rogers, P. F.; El-Sayed
Selim, M. (Eds): Security and Environment in the Medi-
terranean. Conceptualising Security and Environmental
Conflicts (Berlin - Heidelberg - New York: Springer, 2003):
289-300; (co-author with Rogowski, Wojciech): “A Survey of
Definitions of Financial Stability”, in: Mieczysaw, Dobija;
Martin Susan (Eds.): General Accounting Theory. Towards
Balanced Development (Cracow: Cracow University of
Economics, 2005): 437-465; (co-ed. with H.G. Brauch, U.
Oswald Spring, J .Grin, P. Dunay, N. Chadha Behera, B.
Chourou, P. Kameri-Mbote, P.H. Liotta): Globalization
and Environmental Challenges: Reconceptualizing Security
in the 21st Century, 2008; (co-ed. with H.G. Brauch, U.
Oswald Spring, J.Grin, P. Kameri-Mbote, B. Chourou, P.
Dunay, J. Birkmann): Coping with Global Environmental
Change, Disasters and Security – Threats, Challenges, Vul-
nerabilities and Risks, 2009 (forthcoming). 

Address: Assoc. Prof. Czeslaw Mesjasz, Cracow University
of Economics, Pl-31-510 Kraków, ul Rakowicka 27, Poland.
Email: <mesjaszc@ae.krakow.pl>.
Website: <http://janek.ae.krakow.pl/~zkpz/prac/mesjasz.
html>; <http://www.ae.krakow.pl/~mesjaszc>, and 
<http://www.afes-press.de/html/mesjasz_en.html>. 

Patricia Kameri-Mbote (Kenya), associate professor, School
of Law, University of Nairobi, Chair, Department of Private
Law and programme director for Africa, International Envi-
ronmental Law Research Centre (IELRC), Nairobi. She
studied law at the University of Nairobi, the University of
Warwick, the University of Zimbabwe and pursued her doc-
toral studies at Stanford Law School, Stanford University.
She is currently also an advocate of the High Court of Ken-
ya. She has also taught international environmental law at
the University of Kansas. She is a member of the IUCN
Commission on Environmental Law, a board member of
the Advocates Coalition for Development and Environ-
ment (ACODE-Uganda) and Women and Law in East Afri-
ca (WLEA). She has consulted for many international and
national agencies including the World Bank, United Na-
tions Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Na-

tions Development Programme (UNDP), the World Intel-
lectual Property Organization (WIPO), the Norwegian
Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD) and the
government of Kenya. She is also the Africa Editor of the
Law, Environment and Development Journal (LEAD Jour-
nal), a peer-reviewed academic journal jointly published by
IELRC and SOAS. She is also a member of the Editorial
Board of the peer reviewed Journal of Global Environmen-
tal Politics (GEP). She has published widely in the areas of
international law, environmental law, women’s rights and
property rights. Her research interests include public inter-
national law, environment and natural resources law and
policy, human rights, women’s rights, intellectual property
rights, biotechnology policy and law and economic law.
Among her major publications are: (co-author with N.
Chalifour et al.: Land Use for Sustainable Development
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 2007); Property
Rights and Biodiversity Management in Kenya (Nairobi:
ACTS Press, 2002); The Making of a Framework Environ-
mental Law in Kenya (Nairobi: ACTS Press, 2001); (co-au-
thor with C.O. Okidi): Coming to Life: Biotechnology in
African Economic Recovery (1994); (co-author with Cale-
stous Juma and John Mugabe): “Towards a Liability and Re-
dress System under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety: A
Review of the Kenya National Legal System”, in: East Afri-
can Law Journal (2004); “Gender Dimensions of Law, Co-
lonialism and Inheritance in East Africa: Kenyan Women’s
Experiences”, in: VRÜ - Verfassung und Recht in Übersee –
Law and Politics in Africa, Asia and Latin America (2002);
(co-ed. with H.G. Brauch, U. Oswald Spring, C. Mesjasz, J.
Grin, P. Dunay, N. Chadha Behera, B. Chourou, P.H. Liot-
ta): Globalization and Environmental Challenges: Recon-
ceptualizing Security in the 21

st Centur (Berlin – Heidelberg
– New York: Springer-Verlag, 2008); Environmental Gov-
ernance in Kenya: Implementating the Framework of Law
(Nairobi:. East African Educational Publishers, 2008); (co-
ed. with H.G. Brauch, U. Oswald Spring, C. Mesjasz,
J.Grin, B. Chourou, P. Dunay, J. Birkmann): Coping with
Global Environmental Change, Disasters and Security –
Threats, Challenges, Vulnerabilities and Risks, 2009 (Berlin
– Heidelberg – New York: Springer-Verlag, forthcoming). 

Address: Prof. Dr. Patricia Kameri-Mbote International
Environmental Law Research Centre, Kenya Office, PO
Box 2394 KNH, 00202 Nairobi, Kenya. 
Email: <pkameri-mbote@ielrc.org>.
Website: <http://www.ielrc.org/africa/index.php>.

Navnita Chadha Behera (New Delhi), professor at the Nel-
son Mandela Centre for Peace and Conflict Resolution, Ja-
mia Millia Islamia. She has earlier served as a reader at Del-
hi University, an assistant research professor, Centre for
Policy Research and, assistant director, Women in Security,
Conflict Management and Peace. She was a visiting fellow
at The Brookings Institution (2001-2002) and University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (1997-1998). Her books in-
clude: Demystifying Kashmir (Washington DC: Brookings
Press, 2006 - New Delhi: Pearson Education, 2007); (ed.):
Gender, Conflict and Migration (New Delhi: Sage, 2006);
State, Identity and Violence: Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh
(New Delhi: Manohar Publishers, 2000); (ed.): State, Peo-
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ple and Security: The South Asian Context (New Delhi:
Har-Anand Publications, 2001); (co-ed with V.A. Pai
Panandiker): Perspectives on South Asia (New Delhi: Kon-
ark, 2000); (co-author with V. Gunawardena, S. Kardar and
R.A. Mahmood): People-to-People Dialogues in South Asia
(New Delhi: Manohar Publishers, 2000); (co-author with
Paul M. Evans and Gowher Rizvi): Beyond Boundaries: A
Report on the State of Non-Official Dialogues on Peace,
Security and Co-operation in South Asia (Toronto: Joint
Center for Asia-Pacific Studies, University of Toronto,
1997); (ed.): International Relations in South Asia: Search
for an Alternative Paradigm (New Delhi: Sage, 2007); (co-
ed. with H.G. Brauch, U. Oswald Spring, C. Mesjasz, J.
Grin, P. Dunay, B. Chourou, P Kameri-Mbote, P.H. Liotta):
Globalization and Environmental Challenges: Reconceptu-
alizing Security in the 21

st Century, 2008.

Address: Professor Dr. Navnita Chadha Behera, Nelson
Mandela Center for Peace and Conflict Resolution, Jamia
Millia Islamia University, Maulana Mohamed Ali Jauhar
Marg, New Delhi – 110025.
Email: <navnita.behera@gmail.com>.

Béchir Chourou (Tunisia): Ph.D. in political science from
Northwestern University (USA). He has taught political sci-
ence and international relations at various universities in
the United States,  Europe and in Tunisia, and is currently
director of the University of Tunis-Carthage in Tunisia.
Among his recent publications are: Promoting Human Se-
curity: Ethical, Normative and Educational Frameworks
for the Arab States (Paris: UNESCO, 2005), “The Chal-
lenge of Democracy in North Africa”, in: Democratisation,
9/1 (Spring 2002): 17-39;  “Mediterranean Relations: A
Southern Perspective”, in: Foreign Service Journal, pp. 24-
30; “The (Ire)relevance of Security Issues in Euro-Mediter-
ranean Relations”, Zürcher Beiträge, No. 61: 57-74;  “Securi-
ty Partnership and Democratisation:  Perception of the Ac-
tivities of Northern Security Institutions in the South”, in:
H.G. Brauch, A. Marquina, A. Biad (Eds.): Euro-Mediterra-
nean Partnership for the 21

st Century (London: Macmillan,
2000).  He also presented testimony on Euro-Me-
diterranean relations before the European Parliament and
the House of Lords; (co-ed. with H.G. Brauch, U. Oswald

Spring, C. Mesjasz, J .Grin, P. Dunay, N. Chadha Behera, P
Kameri-Mbote, P.H. Liotta): Globalization and Environ-
mental Challenges: Reconceptualizing Security in the 21 st
Century, 2008; (co-ed. with H.G. Brauch, U. Oswald
Spring, C. Mesjasz, J.Grin, P. Dunay, J. Birkmann): Coping
with Global Environmental Change, Disasters and Securi-
ty – Threats, Challenges, Vulnerabilities and Risks, 2009

(forthcoming).

Address: Prof. Dr. Béchir  Chourou, 12 Avenue 7 Novem-
bre, 1164 Hammam-Chatt, Tunisia; Fax 216-71-431871.
E-mail: <bechir.chourou@planet.tn>.

Heinz Krummenacher (Switzerland) is the managing direc-
tor of “swisspeace – the Swiss Peace Foundation” and head
of its early warning unit. He is also the CEO of the Global
Crisis Prevention Mechanism (GCPM), a joint project of
the Washington based Alliance for Peacebuilding and
swisspeace. Krummenacher started his professional career
with the Swiss Defence Department, where he was a secre-
tary of the interdepartmental risk analysis conference and
head of the study group tasked with re-defining Swiss secu-
rity policy (1985-1989). Between 1990 and 1992 he served as
foreign editor with the Swiss daily newspaper Der Bund.
Before joining swisspeace in 1998 he was vice director and
head of the social research department at IHA-GfK, a lead-
ing Swiss market research institute (1992-1998). Krummen-
acher studied contemporary history, political science, and
journalism at the University of Zürich. He received his PhD
in political science in 1985. He has published primarily on
the impact of international norms on state behaviour, secu-
rity concepts, conflict prevention and management, and
conflict early warning. Among his most recent publications
are: “Computer Assisted Early Warning – the FAST Exam-
ple” (2006), “Global Terrorism – Symptom of Local Con-
flicts” (2004), and “Prevention and Power Politics: Central
Asia as a Show Case” (2001). 

Address: Dr. Heinz Krummenacher, swisspeace, Sonnen-
bergstrasse 17, P.O. Box, 3000 Bern 7, Switzerland.
Email: <heinz.krummenacher@swisspeace.ch>.
Website: <www.swisspeace.org>.


