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Professor of Ecology in the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and currently a on 
sabbatical in the University of Maryland at College Park, USA.  
 
M.Sc. from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, D. Phil. From Oxford University and 
post-doctoral training in the University of Michigan. Served as the Chief Scientist of 
the Israeli Government's Nature and Parks Authority and as a Director of Israeli 
national Institute for Desert Research of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev; 
Currently - the Focal Point of Israel as a Party to the UN Convention to Combat 
Desertification.  
 
Team member of the 2nd and 3rd IPCC Assessment Reports (Asia and Synthesis 
Chapters of WGII) and a Coordinating Lead Author in the Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment - "Dryland Systems" chapter and "Desertification Synthesis".  
 
Coordinator of the Israeli component of "Regional Initiative for Dryland 
Management" and "Monitoring and Evaluation of Watersheds in the Middle East" 
projects, jointly carried out by Israeli, Palestinian, Jordanian, Egyptian, Tunisian, 
Turkish and US teams.   


